
RESEARCHING A 
FAMILY LEGEND
The Intersection of Legal Research and Genealogy



Lee Van Duzer

• Law Librarian, Washington County, 2015-
present

• Branch Librarian, U.S. District Court, San 
Jose, CA, 2009-2015

• MLS, University of Arizona, 2008
• JD, Franklin Pierce Law Center, 2005

Washington County Law Library
www.co.washington.or.us/LawLibrary
lawlibrary@co.Washington.or.us
(503) 846-8880

http://www.co.washington.or.us/LawLibrary
mailto:lawlibrary@co.Washington.or.us


The Question

Law Librarians in the Library
• Beaverton and Tigard city libraries
• Each one evening per month

“I’m trying to find information on my 
relative Frederick Wonn who sued the 
government and won.
It was about the flooding of his orchard by 
the grand coulee dam.”

Tigard Public Library



LEGAL RESEARCH



Searching for a name

Fred! /3 Wonn
• ! = root expansion (Fred / Frederick)
• /3 = within three words (Fred W Wonn / Wonn, Fred)

Options
• General search
• Party name search





GENEALOGY



Breakthrough
Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA

February 13, 1931 March 30, 1947



Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA

September 19, 1947



Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA

September 24, 1947 September 27, 1947



LEGAL RESEARCH









United States Court of Claims

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of_Claims

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of_Federal_Claims

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida
https://www.flsd.uscourts.gov/federal-courts-teachers-students-and-lifelong-learners









LEGISLATIVE HISTORY, FEDERAL



















Legislative History

 83rd Congress, 2d Session, Senate Report No. 1253
 "Court of Claims to hear claims of Columbia Basin Orchard and others," U.S. Congressional Serial 

Set (1954): 1-6

 83rd Congress, 1st Session, House Report No. 32
 "Court of Claims to hear claims of Columbia Basin Orchard and others," U.S. Congressional Serial 

Set (1953): 1-4



Hindsight



What happened?

“I’m trying to find information on my relative Frederick Wonn who sued the government 
and won.

It was about the flooding of his orchard by the grand coulee dam.”

 Email to patron included:
 Cases
 Statute
 Legislative history
 Newspaper articles
 Short summary

Source: Bureau of Reclamation, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grand_Coulee_Dam_%286925628836%29.jpg


The Less Successful History Question

 My relative was involved in a lawsuit against the guy who founded Girard, CA, now 
Woodland Hills, CA, Victor Girard. Can you find anything about that?

 Short answer: no.

 State trial cases typically difficult to find

 Valley Relics Early History: Scandals of the 1920s
 The phony town of Girard, CA, founded by Victor Girard

https://valleyrelicsmuseum.org/general-museum-news/valley-relics-early-history-scandals-of-the-1920s/


Links

 Research Resources: Law and Government – Washington County Cooperative Library 
Services (WCCLS)
 Access HeinOnline

 Congress.gov - 1954 H.R. 2033
 scholar.google.com
 Law Library of Congress

 Research Guides
 Recent Webinars - YouTube
 Webinars – Website
 How to Conduct Research in the U.S. Serial Set Online

 Directory of Oregon County Law Libraries
 State of Oregon Law Library

 Nolo books online and Fastcase

 Handouts

http://www.wccls.org/law
http://www.congress.gov/bill/83rd-congress/house-bill/2033/text/pvtl?overview=closed
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/law-library-of-congress/researcher-resources/research-guides/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpAGnumt6iV5BThAlCpg8T4EF_3_ANOxF
https://www.loc.gov/collections/webinars/?fa=partof:law+library+of+congress&sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-9708/
https://www.oregonlegalresearch.com/content/ask-librarian
https://soll.libguides.com/index
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1w4DE1n7axm1uyxxm6ZbiTKO_KjnYEUPK?usp=sharing


Thank you!
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